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Lace Pottery
Joining Two Arts Into One 

By Carolyn S. Peterson
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When Maggie Weldon was 9 years old, attending
parochial school, she never thought that staying
after school to learn crocheting from a nun would

one day lead to a career.  But the nun’s instruction led to
Weldon’s lifelong love of crocheting, her crochet pattern
design business, the largest crochet web site, and now her
incorporation of crocheted pieces imprinted into pottery.

A Simple Beginning

After those first lessons to learn ‘chain stitch,’ additional
stitches were self taught.  “I continued to crochet and sew.
After getting married and having my son, I crocheted a
bunting for him, but it was so bulky and difficult to take off
of him, that while visiting a friend, I cut it up the middle and
figured out that by changing the stitch pattern and adding
buttons, I had an original design,” recalled Weldon.  The
crochet pattern design began.  That original, simple baby
clothing spawned some 20 books on crochet, including her
best seller, Holiday Afghans Book 1, published in 1996.  “I
have 24 pattern books, the largest all-crochet web site with
41,000 crocheters on our email list and now my lace pottery
business,” said Weldon.

This native of Detroit, Michigan, fell in love with North
Carolina as a teenager during a camping trip with girl friends
to Brevard.  “I decided then that one day I would live here,
but that didn’t happen until 15 years ago when my husband,
son, daughter, and I moved here with everything we owned,
knowing nothing about the area,” commented Weldon.  Since
then, her crochet pattern business has grown to her current
standard of 150 weekly shipments of patterns.  But it was in
2002, however, that she began dabbling in another area of
craft:  pottery.

Two Crafts in One

“In 2002, my daughter wanted to take pottery making classes,
so I thought this was a great way to spend time with her.  We
began classes at The Center for Creative Arts, in Greensboro,
but I never got the hang of the pottery wheel.  Our instructor
showed us hand building pottery, where you start with a flat
piece of pottery, resembling a pie crust.  After a few lessons, I

brought in a crocheted doily and rolled it into the pottery with
a rolling pin.  It was so beautiful that I began making what I
call ‘lace pottery,’” said Weldon.  But until November 2007,
those unique and delicate porcelain pieces were for mainly
family and friends.  “A friend of mine encouraged me to start
marketing the lace pottery, so now I am traveling from my
gallery in Kernersville to craft fairs in North Carolina and
other states,” stated Weldon.  To ready herself for the
upcoming season of craft events, Weldon is designing and
making pottery daily.  Weldon is planning on taking about
200 pieces to the upcoming craft fairs. “It takes 2-3 weeks for
the entire process of making the lace pottery.  It has been quite
an investment with the purchase of a kiln and spray booth.
Each piece is copyrighted and signed,” commented Weldon.

Lace Pottery

Weldon’s lace pottery pieces were once produced in mainly a
white glaze, but now she produces 50% white glaze with 50%
in pastel colors.  “I have probably 50-75 different pieces, some
of which I have discontinued, but all are original designs.  I
have six employees who work on a part time basis and my
marketing director is Whitney Campbell, who concentrates on
getting the lace pottery noticed through publications, web sites
and craft fairs,” said Weldon.  

With her husband by her side, pitching in with everything
from the cleaning of the pottery pieces to the cleaning of the
laundry, Weldon’s business involves her family and employees
she sees as her extended family.  “This business keeps me busy
and I know I couldn’t do it without my ‘families,’” stated
Weldon.

A group that Weldon holds near and dear to her heart is Stop
Child Abuse Now (SCAN) of Winston-Salem.  “As a survivor
of child abuse, I recognize the wonderful work that SCAN
does in involving the whole family in the healing process and
we support their efforts,” said Weldon.

Maggie Weldon’s Lace Pottery gallery is open Mon-Fri 9-5
and by appointment.  The gallery is located at 705 Graves St.,
Kernersville, NC 27284.  Phone 336-992-0054.  Visit Maggie
Weldon’s web site at www.maggieweldon.com.  
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